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A new coalition has been formed to promote regional transit in Dane County just as public meetings began on “Transport 2020” at the Monona Terrace today.
The Madison Streetcar Coalition - a partnership of 1000 Friends of Wisconsin, Downtown Trolley and the Dane Alliance for Rail Transit – indicated its support of a regional transportation system and urged public support for regional buses, streetcars and commuter rail at the Transport 2020 open house meeting at Monona Terrace.   
“This coalition formed to help bring modern transit, including streetcars, to the region,” said Ward Lyles, transportation policy director for 1000 Friends of Wisconsin.  “Our goals are to educate and excite the public about the opportunities that modern transit can provide here in Dane County.” 

The coalition also emphasized that there are many exciting options on the table, but that regional leaders need to make sure that technologies are used where they are most effective.
“This is an exciting time for Dane County as these two studies move forward,” said Fred Bartol, president of the Dane Alliance for Rail Transit, referring to the Transport 2020 study and the Madison Streetcar Feasibility Study.  “With an integrated system of local and regional buses, streetcars and commuter rail, we can build our economy and improve the quality of life of residents throughout the region.”
Members of the coalition emphasized that in addition to regional buses and commuter rail, streetcars will be a vital part of a regional system that enhances economic competitiveness, supports sustainable land uses, and increases access for residents throughout the region.  

“Regional buses and commuter rail are effective at moving people, particularly commuters, distances of three, five, ten miles and further,” said John DeLamater, president of Downtown Trolley, Inc. “Meanwhile local buses and streetcars are effective at circulating people within and between downtowns and neighborhoods.  Across the country streetcars are playing a major role in catalyzing redevelopment that increases property tax bases and revitalizes neighborhoods.”
The coalition also emphasized that the Transport 2020 study, as the regional study, has a responsibility to incorporate the ongoing work of the Madison Streetcar Feasibility Study in its planning.
“As the transit planning process that is most regional in scope, Transport 2020 needs to integrate the work of the streetcar study into its design for a multi-modal system providing quality transit throughout Dane County,”  said Bartol. 
