Streetcar Fact Sheet – Urban Connections
Streetcars are an effective way to move people around cities.  Streetcars:  

· Connect cities across the country today,
· Connected Madison yesteryear, and
· Can connect Madison tomorrow and beyond.
Connecting Cities Across the Country
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Cities around the country are using streetcars as urban circulator systems – moving people between all the key places within the city.  
· Streetcars increase the energy in downtowns by attracting more urban residents, expanding the range of options for workers at lunchtime, and enhancing an evening out on the town.

· Special attractions are ideal for streetcar stops that make access easier for visitors. 
· Blighted and transitional redevelopment areas benefit from development catalyzed by streetcars.
· Some of the most desirable neighborhoods across the country to live in today are those that developed along streetcar lines a century ago.
· Urban universities need easy, attractive transportation to move students, faculty and staff and to reduce parking demands.  
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Connecting with Madison’s Past
From the late 1800’s until the 1930s, Madisonians relied on streetcars to get around town (See map of the route circa 1935 to the left.)
· On the east side, streetcars took workers to the Oscar Meyer plant and connected the vibrant Atwood, Willy Street, and Tenney-Lapham neighborhoods with each other and downtown.
· Running around Capitol Square, along State Street and to both the east and west, streetcars energized downtown Madison.
· Linking downtown and the UW-Madison campus with the Regent, Monroe Street, Greenbush Vilas and Lakeside neighborhoods, streetcars catalyzed some of the most historic and cherished areas in the city.
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Connecting to Madison’s Future
Discussions of exact routes have yet to occur, but here are a few areas that could be served well by a streetcar line:
· S. Park Street Corridor, including Meriter and St. Mary’s Hospitals.
· East Rail Corridor, proposed Central Park, and Isthmus neighborhoods

· The downtown area, including the Capitol, Overture Center, State Street, UW-Madison campus, and the Kohl Center

· UW and VA hospitals, Camp Randall Stadium, the planned Discovery Institute and near west side neighborhoods

· Warner Park, the Dane County Regional Airport and Northside neighborhoods

Madison Streetcar Campaign 

 A partnership of Downtown Trolley, 1000 Friends of Wisconsin and the Dane Alliance for Rail Transit – find us at www.downtowntrolley.org, www.1kfriends.org, and www.danerail.org






